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Welcome to St James, the parish Church of Bulkington. Thank 
you for joining us today, whether you are in the building or 
participating from home. We are very glad to be with you.  
 
Holy Communion (or the Eucharist) is the central act of 
Christian worship. Through our community celebration of the 
Eucharist, we tell the story of God with his people throughout history, 
and proclaim that this God, revealed to us in Jesus Christ, is real 
among us. 
 
We are following Government and Church of England 
guidelines to ensure that we have the safest possible experience of 
being with each other for our worship. Please care for yourself and 
others by: 

- Maintaining a 2m distance from others 
- Sanitise your hands 
- Follow the directions of the ministers and stewards, and sit in 

places marked with a green tick. 
 
This service is being filmed so that as many as would like to can 
be part of our worship. The camera will only focus on those 
contributing to the service.  
 
There will be no collection plate passed around today, 
but please give generously to support St James. You can 

- Leave a cash donation (including brown envelopes) in the plate 
provided on your way in or out of Church 

- Join the Parish Giving Scheme (please 
speak to Rev Charles about this) 

- Online at https://tinyurl.com/y5o6gncq 
(the QR code will take you to this page)  

- Make an electronic donation via bank 
transfer or standing order. 

 
“Stay close to God… but keep a safe distance from everyone 
else!” 
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The Gathering 
 
As we gather together and the organ plays, the stewards will show us to our 
seats. We will be welcomed to the service and taken through any 
notices. 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 

The Greeting  
 
The Lord be with you 
All: and also with you. 

 
 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
	  
The grace of God has dawned upon the world 

with healing for all. 
Let us come to him, in sorrow for our sins, 
seeking healing and salvation. 

cf Titus 2.11 
You raise the dead to life in the Spirit. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart. 
Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
 
You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided. 
Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
 

The Collect 
 
We spend a moment in quiet prayer and then Rev Charles prays:  
 
Faithful Lord, 
whose steadfast love never ceases 
and whose mercies never come to an end: 
grant us the grace to trust you 
and to receive the gifts of your love, 
new every morning, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Isaiah 45:1-7 
 
Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
    whose right hand I have grasped 
to subdue nations before him 
    and strip kings of their robes, 
to open doors before him— 
    and the gates shall not be closed: 
2 I will go before you 
    and level the mountains,[a] 
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
    and cut through the bars of iron, 
3 I will give you the treasures of darkness 
    and riches hidden in secret places, 
so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, 
    the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
4 For the sake of my servant Jacob, 
    and Israel my chosen, 
I call you by your name, 
    I surname you, though you do not know me. 
5 I am the Lord, and there is no other; 
    besides me there is no god. 
    I arm you, though you do not know me, 
6 so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 
    and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 
    I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
7 I form light and create darkness, 
    I make weal and create woe; 
    I the Lord do all these things. 
 

This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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1 Thessalonians 1 

 
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: 

Grace to you and peace. 

2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 
constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and 
labour of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we 
know, brothers and sisters[a] beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because 
our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and 
in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of people 
we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us 
and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers 
in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from 
you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place where your faith in 
God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9 For the 
people of those regions[b] report about us what kind of welcome we had among 
you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true 
God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—
Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

 

This is the word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 
 
 



	   8	  

Gospel Reading – Matthew 22:15-22 
 

When the Gospel is announced the reader says 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. 16 So they 
sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, ‘Teacher, we know 
that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and 
show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell 
us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?’ 18 But 
Jesus, aware of their malice, said, ‘Why are you putting me to the test, you 
hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.’ And they brought him a 
denarius. 20 Then he said to them, ‘Whose head is this, and whose title?’ 21 They 
answered, ‘The emperor’s.’ Then he said to them, ‘Give therefore to the 
emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are 
God’s.’ 22 When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went 
away. 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.     
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
 

After the sermon, we share a time of quiet. 
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The Creed 
 

    I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
All: hear our prayer 
 
At the end: 
Merciful Father, 
All: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 
 
 

The Peace 
In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness 

and in the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

cf Luke 1.78,79 

 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All: and also with you. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

The Lord is here 
All: His Spirit is with us 
 
Lift up your hearts  
All: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, 
it is our duty and our joy, 
at all times and in all places 
to give you thanks and praise, 
holy Father, heavenly King, 
almighty and eternal God, 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
For he is your living Word; 
through him you have created all things from the beginning, 
and formed us in your own image. 
 
Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin, 
giving him to be born of a woman and to die upon the cross; 
you raised him from the dead 
and exalted him to your right hand on high. 
Through him you have sent upon us 
your holy and life-giving Spirit, 
and made us a people for your own possession. 
 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
	  
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and as we follow his example and obey his command, 
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us his body and his blood; 
who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
he gave it to them, saying: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
Therefore, heavenly Father, 
we remember his offering of himself 
made once for all upon the cross; 
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
we look for the coming of your kingdom, 
and with this bread and this cup 
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 
 
Great is the mystery of faith: 
All: Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 
	  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread 

 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
All: Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 
 
All: Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
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have mercy on us. 
 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world, 
grant us peace. 

 
Giving of Communion 

 
We are invited to receive the bread or a blessing 
 
Come to this table, not because you must but because you may; not 
because you are strong but because you are weak; not because you 
have arrived but because you are still on a journey; come because you 
love the Lord a little and want to love him more. Above all, come 
because he loves you and gave himself for you. 
 
The body and blood of Christ keep us in eternal life 
All: Amen. 
 

 
Prayer after Communion 

 
Father of all, 
we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Dismissal 
 

The Blessing 
 
 

The Dismissal 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the lord 
All: In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
Please remain in your seat until directed by a steward. 
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